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A m e r i c a n B o a r d o f T r i a l A d v o c at e s – O r a n g e C o u n t y C h a p t e r

ORANGE COUNTY CHAPTER
AMERICAN BOARD OF TRIAL ADVOCATES

Annual Installation
Dinner Gala
Friday, July 9, 2021 • 6:00 pm - 11:00 pm
Newport Harbor Yacht Club
PROGRAM
Welcome by President, Jeff I. Braun
Acknowledgement of Sponsors and Recognition of Dignitaries
Installation of the President and Executive Committee, Hon. Linda Marks
Message by ABOTA National President, Grace Weatherly
Message by ABOTA Foundation President, Doug DeGrave
Message by CAL-ABOTA President, Walter M. Yoka
Acknowledgement of Student Scholarship Recipient, Brianna M. Milligan
Presentation of Volunteer of the Year Award to Peter M. Callahan
Presentation of Joseph D. McNeil Civility Award to Geoffrey Gray
Acknowledgement and Appreciation of Past President, Hon. Nancy Zeltzer
Closing Comments by Jeff I. Braun

DINNER

Sliced Fanned Avocado & Hearts of Palm Salad
Arugula, Cherry Tomatoes, Lemon Vinaigrette
Entrée Duo
Grilled Rib Eye Steak • Miso Glazed Chilean Sea Bass
Sun-dried Tomato Risotto & Baby Carrots & Asparagus
Dessert: Chocolate Flourless Cake & Vanilla Bean Ice Cream
Please Enjoy Dancing and Music By “Vanity Fair”
Thank You Photographer Rick Kraemer, Executive Presentations

THANK YOU SPONSORS
ADR Services • Arcadia • Back Bay Funding • Backsy Networks • Burke Argos • Continental Interpreting
Do Phu & Anh Tuan PCL • Eric Traut & Pamela Liosi-Traut • Executive Presentations • Gibson & Hughes
Judicate West • Kubota & Craig, PC • McNeil, Tropp & Braun, LLP • Paramount Investigative Services
Quest Digital • Robson Forensic • Valentine Law Group • Verdict Videos • Veritext • Wolfe Solutions

2

A m e r i c a n B o a r d o f T r i a l A d v o c at e s – O r a n g e C o u n t y C h a p t e r

Thank You To Our Sponsors
Annual Sponsors

Gold Sponsors

Wine & Valet Sponsors

Bronze Sponsors

Audio Visual Sponsor
backsy networks
I N FO R MATI O N TE C H N O LO GY S O LUTI O N S

Supporters
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The Executive Committee
The Incoming 2021 OC Chapter ABOTA Executive Committee
PRESIDENT

Jeff I. Braun
VICE PRESIDENT

William C. Haggerty
TREASURER

Yoshiaki C. Kubota
SECRETARY

Pamela Liosi-Traut
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR

Juan Delgado

MEMBER AT LARGE

Deborah Tropp

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT

Hon. Nancy E. Zeltzer
2019 PRESIDENT

Hon. Peter J. Polos (Ret.)
2018 PRESIDENT

Hon. Michael J. Strickroth
NATIONAL BOARD REPRESENTATIVES

Sean M. Burke
Eric V. Traut
Kimberly Valentine
Christopher P. Wesierski
Douglas M. DeGrave

OC ABOTA UPCOMING EVENTS
August 30, 2021 - Golf Tournament
October 13, 2021 - Judges’ Night
November 18, 2021 - Courthouse Steps Program
November 29, 2021 - Holiday Party
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The President’s Message

By Jeff I. Braun, Esq.

T

hank you so much for attend-

We are also committed to preserving

ing our long awaited 2021

the independence of the judiciary, recog-

Installation of the OC ABOTA

nizing that judicial impartiality and fairness

Executive Board appropriately titled “A

protect against the whims and demands of

Celebration of Turning the Corner.” We

the government and special interests.

are excited to honor some exceptional

The mission of ABOTA is carried out

attorneys tonight who set the standard

through the activities of the local chapter.

in our legal community with dedication

These activities include the interaction with

to civility and charitable organizations.

the judiciary through events honoring local,

While doing so we hope you enjoy your

state, and federal judges. These activities

face to face company for the first time in months with dinner,

also include educational programs such as the Masters in Trial

drink, and dance.

that teach lawyers how to perform at the highest levels and the

For those of you, who may not be familiar with ABO-

Teacher’s Law School which educate our teachers on how to

TA, I wanted to take a moment to explain to you who and what

equip classrooms with tools to develop lessons that facilitate im-

we represent. ABOTA was founded in 1958 and is a national

portant discussions with students on social justice and the law in

association of experienced trial lawyers and judges. ABOTA and

the wake of tragedy and social unrest in a democracy. And finally,

its members are dedicated to the preservation and promotion of

we proudly award scholarships for local law students who show

the civil jury trial right provided by the Seventh Amendment to

an understanding of our principles and look to pursue a career

the U.S. Constitution. ABOTA membership consists of more than

which embraces our mission.

7,600 lawyers—equally balanced between plaintiff and defense—

If you are a current member of the Orange County

and judges which are spread among 96 chapters in all 50 states

Chapter, we encourage you to get involved. We have committees

and the District of Columbia.

that put on all the events which promote our mission and they

ABOTA is an invitation-only organization. Members

are always looking for help. Most members of our committee

must have at least five years of active experience as trial lawyers,

ultimately find their way onto the Executive Board.

have tried at least 10 civil jury trials to conclusion, and possess

In closing I would like to say thank you so much to all

additional litigation experience. Members must also exhibit the

of our sponsors who have made this evening possible. We hope

virtues of civility, integrity, and professionalism by following

you enjoy the night!

our Code of Professionalism and Principles of Civility.
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(Judicate West Ad)
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Code of Professionalism

As a member of the American Board of Trial Advocates, I shall:
Always remember that the practice of law is first and foremost a profession.
Encourage respect for the law, the courts, and the right to trial by jury.
Always remember that my word is my bond and honor my responsibilities to serve as an
officer of the court and protector of individual rights.
Contribute time and resources to public service, public education, charitable and pro bono
activities in my community.
Work with the other members of the bar, including judges, opposing counsel,
and those whose practices are different from mine, to make our system of
justice more accessible and responsive.
Resolve matters and disputes expeditiously, without unnecessary expense,
and through negotiation whenever possible.
Keep my clients well-informed and involved in making decisions affecting them.
Achieve and maintain proficiency in my practice and continue to
expand my knowledge of the law.
Be respectful in my conduct toward my adversaries.
Honor the spirit and intent, as well as the requirements of applicable rules or codes of
professional conduct, and shall encourage others to do so.
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MORE
FROM YOUR
COURT REPORTING FIRM
CONGRATULATIONS

GEOFF GRAY

Joe McNeil Civility Award Winner

PETE CALLAHAN

Volunteer Award Winner

Veritext proudly
supports

ABOTA

VERITEXT OFFERS SEAMLESS COVERAGE, WITH MORE THAN 130 LOCATIONS
NATIONWIDE, AND LEADING-EDGE TECHNOLOGIES THAT KEEP YOU CONNECTED.
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE.
Veritext has the highest quality
reporters and videographers in the
industry and when surveyed 98%
of our clients would recommend
our award-winning service to their
colleagues.

ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY.
Streamline the deposition process
and manage your most complex
cases with advanced tools in video,
remote depositions, exhibit
management, videoconferencing
and workflow services.

DATA SECURITY.
As a HIPAA, PII, SSAE 16 and
SOC 2 compliant company, we
ensure your data is physically and
electronically protected.

SCHEDULE A COURT REPORTER:

(866) 299-5127 | calendar-ca@veritext.com
www.veritext.com
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COURT REPORTING • VIDEOGRAPHY • VIDEOCONFERENCING • REMOTE DEPOSITIONS
• ONLINE REPOSITORIES • EXHIBIT SOLUTIONS • DATA SECURITY
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Past Presidents
THE ORANGE COUNTY CHAPTER RECOGNIZES
THE PAST PRESIDENTS FOR THEIR CONTRIBUTION IN FOSTERING
THE IMPROVEMENT IN THE ETHICAL AND TECHNICAL STANDARDS
OF PRACTICE IN THE FIELD OF ADVOCACY
AND PRESERVING THE SEVENTH AMENDMENT
OF THE CONSTITUTION
Robert C. Todd 1968

Joseph D. McNeil 1986

Michael P. Maguire 2003

John K. Trotter 1969

Thomas B. Cummings 1987

Alton J. Smith 2004

Roger Liljestrom 1970

Marjorie W. Day 1988

Gary L. Chambers 2005

Ronald A. Ruston 1971

Joseph S. D’Antony 1989

Mark P. Poliquin 2006

Richard E. Madory 1972

Richard P. Booth, Jr. 1990

Garrett S. Gregor 2007

Robert J. Smith 1973

Patrick C. Quinlivan 1991

Douglas M. DeGrave 2008

Homer J. McCormick, Jr. 1974

Benjamin F. Card 1992

Larry N. Willis 2009

W. Patrick McCray 1975

William J. Howard 1993

Eric V. Traut 2010

James R. Hammerton 1976

Theodore R. Howard 1994

Edward R. Leonard 2011

Gregory Munoz 1977

Ned Reilly 1995

Hon. Thierry P. Colaw 2012

Marshall M. Schulman 1978

Scott A. Smith 1996

Mark P. Robinson, Jr. 2013

Dennis M. Alevizon 1979

Margaret Holm 1997

Christopher P. Wesierski 2014

Jack A. Rose 1980

Mark V. Franzen 1998

Thomas S. Dillard 2015

John R. DiCaro 1981

Robert J. Moss 1999

Robert B. Gibson 2016

Martin A. Yester 1982

Christopher B. Mears 2000

Hon. Linda S. Marks 2017

Anthony D. Dragonette 1983

Carroll A. Salmacia 2001

Hon. Michael J. Strickroth 2018

Gerald Sokoloff 1984

Christopher J. Day 2002

Hon. Peter J. Polos 2019

Jay Cordell Horton 1985

Hon Nancy E. Zeltzer 2020
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www.robsonforensic.com | 800.813.6736
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AREAS OF EXPERTISE
WE ARE THE EXPERTS
Robson Forensic is a multidisciplinary Forensic Firm
offering a broad range of specialty experts. The majority
of our technical experts are full-time employees; this is an
important distinction for both our experts and our clients.
www.robsonforensic.com | 800.813.6736

Emily Fagenstrom

Business Development
efagenstrom@robsonforensic.com
669.254.0010
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Admiralty / Maritime
Architecture
Aviation
Biomechanics
Civil Engineering
Crash Reconstruction
Dram Shop
Electrical Engineering
Elevator & Escalator
Environmental
Equine Science
Facilities Engineering
Fire & Explosion
Health Care
Highway Engineering
Human Factors
Machine Guarding
Mechanical Engineering
Medical Device & Pharma
Metallurgical Science
Meteorology
Police Practices
Premises Safety
Product Liability
Questioned Documents
Railroad & Trains
Social Services
Sports & Recreation
Structural Engineering
Supervision & Education
Toxicology
Trucking & Warehousing
Vehicle Engineering
Workplace Safety
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ABOTA Foundation
Your ABOTA Foundation:
Inspiring generations of people to better understand our civil justice system

districts around the country.
These following statistics demonstrate
the effect of removing government and
civics courses from the classroom:
• 20% of Americans cannot identify a
single branch of government;
• Only 20% of Americans can identify
all three branches of government; and
• Fewer than half of all Americans can
name a single justice of the U.S. Supreme
Court.
The Foundation is going to great
lengths to correct the trend that these statistics evidence. This year, the Foundation is
presenting another National Teachers Law
School. The first National Teachers Law
School was held at the National Constitution Center in Philadelphia in 2016. The 2021 edition will be virtual, which is creating
incredible opportunities for even more teachers to participate.
Since it will be virtual, there is no limit to the number of teachers
who can attend. It will be presented July 28-29. The curriculum
will have a very timely focus on social justice.
This Teachers Law School will provide an opportunity
for educators across the country to learn and exchange ideas with
experienced lawyers, judges, and professors, as well as other
experts on social justice issues. The teachers and administrators
will discuss the Constitution, Bill of Rights, principles of social
justice, and the use of dissent as a tool of advocacy. The program
is free to all teachers who register to attend. Their attendance is
sponsored through the generous gifts to the Foundation by Fellows and other who support the cause.
The staff has also continued to create lesson plans for
teachers dedicated to distance learning. These lesson plans are
available at no cost to the teachers. They have been downloaded
by nearly 2,000 teachers through our page on the website, www.
TeachersPayTeachers.com. By providing our teachers with information and lesson plans, our message reaches the classrooms of

By Douglas M. DeGrave, Esq.

W

hen visiting the Jane
Goodall Institute in Arusha, Tanzania, in 2020, I
was struck by a quote from the legendary conservationist. Goodall said, “Only
if we understand, can we care. Only if
we care, will we help.” With your generous support over the years, you have
shown that you not only care about the
American civil justice system, but you
are also willing to help protect it.
The Foundation of the American Board of Trial Advocates was
formed in 1991 as the educational arm of ABOTA. Its’ Mission,
then and now, is “to promote and improve the American civil
justice system and to preserve the Seventh Amendment right
to civil jury trials for future generations.” Stating the mission
is simple! Accomplishing that goal, day to day, can only result
from the hard work of dedicated Trustees and staff, supported by
Fellows committed to the cause.
The Foundation promotes the public’s appreciation
and respect for the civil justice system and its role in upholding
societal values in a democracy. It seeks to elevate the importance
and understanding of the Seventh Amendment and our civil justice system, especially among our youth and future leaders. The
Foundation also works tirelessly to equip and inspire lawyers and
law students to serve as ethical, civil and skilled advocates.
The goals of the Foundation have become more
focused in the past several years, because many people, young
and old, have little or no understanding of how our system of
government is set up, let alone how it is intended to work with
three co-equal branches. Most understand their rights, but not
their obligations as citizens. This is due in large measure to the
fact that civics is no longer a required course in most school

Continued u
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Congratulations OC ABOTA to Jeff I. Braun this years President, Geoff
Gray for the Joseph McNeil Civility Award and Pete Callahan for
Volunteer of the Year Awardg

®

During times of economic uncertainty,
the guarantee of tax free secure growth income
for injured people is of utmost importance
Growth Structured Settlements are especially effective because:
•

The Growth Structured Settlement (GSS) through Assura Trust is a fully non-taxable, growthoriented, structured settlement, powered by The Vanguard Group. It offers a broadly diversified,
long-term growth portfolio incurring no tax on dividends, capital gains, or distributions to qualified
claimants.

•

Assura Trust, created exclusively to serve the individuals, families, and organizations along with
Arcadia Settlements Group are engaged in a growth resolution for injury claims.

•

Versatility of a GSS and Structured Settlement Annuities allows for both security and customization
to ensure that payments are timed and tailored to meet the injured person’s needs now and in the
long term.

•

Assura Trust has worked with world-class investment managers to build a settlement tool designed
to deliver both growth and defined distributions.

���� ����������� ����� ����
Arcadia Settlements Group

o:  t: 800.
KQVHI!UFBNBSDBEJBDPN
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children from coast to coast.
Equipping and inspiring lawyers and law students to
serve as ethical and skilled advocates continues to be at the
forefront of our efforts. Sharpening the skills of lawyers took
an interesting twist in March. The Foundation presented the
program, “Mastering Virtual Advocacy Skills” for lawyers and
law students. While ABOTA is working to a return to in-person
trials, we still want to prepare attorneys and future lawyers to
meet the challenge of the virtual legal environment. The series
took place on four consecutive Thursdays in April. After each
webinar, there was a workshop for attendees to practice the
skills as they learned them.
Promoting professionalism never takes a back seat.
Civility Matters™ has been a very popular program for lawyers
and law students alike. Now we are adding a program for high
school students. By year end, the Foundation will have a civility
program designed for upper secondary education (ages 15 to 18).
It will tackle such topics as bullying, cheating, respect for others,
implicit bias, and sportsmanship.
Many states have incorporated pledges of civility in the
oath attorneys take upon admission to the Bar. Currently twenty
two states have such language as part of the “Attorney Oath.” In
each state ABOTA and the Foundation have led the way.
As a non-profit organization, the Foundation also funds
work that advances our mission through other organizations. You
may not realize that the Foundation awards grants every year for
organizations and programs whose goals are consistent with our
own. We are a sponsor of mock trial programs at both the high
school and college levels. The organization has awarded grants to
Journalist Law School and Media Law School, as well as Teachers Law Schools produced by ABOTA chapters. These grants
have been awarded to support the programs of individual ABOTA
Chapters, as well.
In an effort to spread our message about the importance
of Civics Education, the Foundation has the following programs:
• James Otis Lectures
• Teachers Law School
• Journalist Law School
• Media Law School
• The Civics Education Literacy Program
• Started by Luther and Judy Battiste in 2020.
Volunteers read civics related stories to elementary
school students.

To advance the advocacy skills of lawyers and law
students and to inspire them to practice with integrity, civility,
and professionalism, the Foundation has developed Professional
Education programs, both live and virtual, including:
• Masters in Trial
• Civility Matters
• Trial College
As ABOTA members, we strive to advance the message
on the importance of our 7th Amendment right to trial by jury
in civil cases, as well as practicing with integrity, civility, and
professionalism. In our professional and private lives, we should
show common courtesy beyond our own circle of friends to
those people who have forgotten that we can agree to disagree,
that honest debate is healthy, and that compromise can be good.
Those principles should be universal.
The Foundation’s reach has far exceeded its’ original
mission. Former Foundation president John Rodman described it
as, “the as the heart and lungs of ABOTA…because it gives LIFE
to the principles and goals of our organization.” Your Foundation
works tirelessly in continuing to spread the “MESSAGE.”
The Orange County Chapter has a tradition of generously supporting the Foundation. That was on display again this year
with your sponsorship of the National Teachers Law School. As
President of the Foundation for 2021, I thank you for your readiness to always financially lead the way. As a member of this great
ABOTA Chapter, I am proud of what we have accomplished.
Congratulations to Jeff Braun on his installation as
president of the Orange County Chapter. With his great team of
officers and board members, President Braun will carry on our
chapter’s tradition of success, friendship and fun!
Sidebar
None of the important services that your Foundation
provides would be possible without the support of our members.
If you have not already done so, I hope that you will become a
Fellow of the Foundation. If you are a Fellow, consider moving
up to the next level of giving.
To become a Fellow, you need to pledge only $1,500
payable over five years. You can pledge tonight or donate
through the Foundation website. Help make the Orange County Chapter number one among all ABOTA Chapters by having
the highest percentage of members who are Fellows of the
Foundation.
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EXPERIENCE COUNTS!
Remote and In-Court Trial
Zoom & Webex Support

BENCH TRIAL

JURY TRIAL

ARBITRATION

MEDIATION

Since 1986... EP has had all of the bases covered!
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Thank You Foundation Fellows
Signer
Mark P. Robinson, Jr.
Governor
Michael P. Maguire

Ratifier
Wylie A. Aitken
Christopher J. Day
Douglas M. DeGrave
Eric V. Traut

Patriot
Gregory L. Bentley
Alan C. Brown
Sean M. Burke
Thomas S. Dillard
Scott L. Ghormley
Garrett S. Gregor
Hon. C. Robert Jameson
Yoshiaki C. Kubota
Pamela S. Liosi-Traut
Keith P. More
Mark P. Poliquin
Hon. Peter John Polos
Timothy J. Ryan
Hon. Mary Fingal Schulte
Hon. Michael J. Strickroth
James R. Traut
Hon. Nancy E. Zeltzer

Senior Life Fellow
Cornelius P. Bahan
James G. Bohm
Keith G. Bremer
Bruce Cleeland
Adrienne D. Cohen
Robert D. Coviello
Hon. James L. Crandall
David P. Crandall
William M. Crosby
Robert Mackay Dean
Juan C. Delgado
Brian Easton
Lawrence S. Eisenberg

James J. Ferruzzo
Mark V. Franzen
Peter J. Gates
Robert B. Gibson
Don W. Gilbert
K. Robert Gonter, Jr.
David Connolly Grant
Geoffrey S. Gray
Douglas D. Guy
William L. Haluck
Richard A. Jones
H. James Keathley

Benjamin F. Card
Gary L. Chambers
Brian D. Chase
Hon. Thierry Patrick Colaw
Douglas D. Cullins
Thomas B. Cummings
Joseph S. D’Antony
Daniel W. Doyle
DawnMarie Favata
Michael J. Fitzgerald
James M. Fraser
Patrick J. Gibbs

Ronald B. Schwartz
Alton J. Smith
Sherman M. Spitz
Michael S. Sutton
Todd C. Theodora
Theodore B. Wacker
Gary A. Waldron
Richard A. Wall
John C. Wallace
Frederick W. Werve
Thomas Glen Wianecki

Gerald A. Klein
David P. Lenhardt
Edward R. Leonard
James E. Loveder
Hon. Linda S. Marks
Hon. David Thomas McEachen
Lisa J. McMains
Jeffrey A. Milman
Stephen W. Moore
Larry T. Pleiss
Jerry C. Popovich
Michelle A. Reinglass
Troy D. Roe
Mrs. Jennifer Lynn Russell
Carol A. Salmacia
Terrence Joseph Schafer
Thomas Andrew Schultz
Scott A. Smith
Deborah S. Tropp
Christopher P. Wesierski
Larry N. Willis

Fellow

James M. Baratta
Linda Bauermeister
Brian Brandt

Kevin J. Gramling
James L. Grandy
Paul Evan Greenwald
William C. Haggerty
Edward W. Hess, Jr.
Daniel M. Hodes
Andrew S. Hollins
Margaret M. Holm
Jay C. Horton
Hon. Theodore R. Howard
Boyd F. Jensen, II
Kevin R. Jolly
Mitchell D. Kaylor
Charles A. Kittrell
Andrew W. Macrae, III
Richard E. Madory
Christopher B. Mears
Thomas M. Murphy
Phu Do Nguyen
Alan K. Nicolette
Beau James Nokes
William Michael Delli Paoli
Ariella Evelyn Perry
Larry D. Peterson
Chris Purcell
Jeffrey T. Roberts

Jeff Braun
Anthony Lawrence Cannon

Stephen A. Rosa
James D. Savage

Life Fellow
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R. Wesley Beavers
John V. Bell
Leah Berry
William Lee Buus
Terence P. Carney
Constance A. Endelicato
Seymour B. Everett, III
Eric P. Francisconi
Shelton F. Harrell
Elizabeth L. Kolar
Steven R. Kuhn
Timothy X. Lane
Scott L. Macdonald
Grant R. Mullen
A. Jennings Norton
Thomas G. Oesterreich
Curtis Darrow Parvin
Matthew M. Proudfoot
Byron Rabin
Arik Shafir
James Shott
Jeffrey A. Smith
Daniel R. Sullivan
Hon. Stephen J. Sundvold
Timothy J. Swift
Keith D. Taylor
Kimberly Valentine
Christopher A. White
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Joseph D. McNeil Civilty Award
Orange County ABOTA is pleased to award the
2020 Joseph D. McNeil Civility Award to

G

Geoffrey Gray
eoff served with the US Ma-

He served for 10 years on the board of

rine Corp between 1968 and

OCTLA and is a member of the Masters

1972, including a combat tour

Division of the OCBA. He has volun-

in Vietnam where, among other duties, he

teered numerous hours for the Orange

was a door gunner on helicopters. After

County Superior Court’s mediation pro

his tour of duty, Geoff attended UC Irvine

tem program and the Central District

and received his bachelors degree in 1977.

Court’s Mediation Panel. He has

He then attended Western State College

successfully mediated 100’s of cases

of Law where he received his law degree

through those programs and as a private

in 1980. He started as a law clerk with

mediator and receives excellent reviews

Horton, Barbaro and Reilly in 1979 and

from both sides of the bar

worked with those ABOTA members until

In all his activities as a lawyer, Geoff

1998, when he formed his own practice.

has epitomized the characteristics re-

He partnered up with Larry

quired for the

Eisenberg from 2004 to 2008 and then

Joseph D. McNeil Civility Award,

went back to practicing through his own

which is awarded in honor of Joseph

firm from 2008 to 2019. In that period

McNeil to an attorney who best exempli-

of time, he was of counsel to Hodes Milman and co-counseled

fies civility in our profession. It is given to an attorney who con-

many cases with Frank Barbaro, Peter Weinberger, Douglas Scott

sistently demonstrates ethics, professionalism and integrity in his

and Sean Burke. In 2019, he became a full-time private mediator.

practice, who promotes civility by example, who always respects

Geoff has been a member of ABOTA since 2009 and

opposing counsel, parties and the judiciary, who does not allow

has been an instrumental member of the Golf Tournament

client expectations or self-promotion to dictate his conduct or

Committee since then, as many of you who have contributed

dealings with opposing counsel and the court, and who resolves

know. He is a Senior Life Fellow in the ABOTA Foundation.

conflicts in a professional, reasonable and cooperative manner.

PAST AWARD RECIPIENTS OF THE JOSEPH D. MCNEIL ATTORNEY CIVILITY AWARD
1997 – Joe McNeil		
1998 – Byron Beam
1999 – Scott Smith		
2000 – Dave Brobeck, Jr.
2001 – Ben Card		
2002 – Ken W. Nielson
2003 – James Reed		
2004 – Pete Callahan
2007 – Richard Madory
2009 – Thomas Cummings 2010 – Dan Sullivan
2012 – John DiCaro
2013 – John C. Adams
2014 – Ronald Schwartz
2015 – Michael Maguire
2016 – William Haggerty
2017 – Eric Traut		
2018 – Robert Gibson
2019 – Sean Burke
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Public Service
2021 OC Chapter ABOTA Volunteer of the Year Award

Peter Callahan

E

mblematic of ABOTA members is

Seven years ago, Peter joined “Wells

their dedication to public service,

of life” (wellsoflife.org), first as a mem-

not only to the legal community,

ber of the Board of Directors and has

but also to the greater community. In

served as a volunteer president for the

2020 the OC Chapter of ABOTA decided

past 5 years. Wells of Life is a 501 C3

to recognize the ABOTA spirit of volun-

organization that started drilling water

teerism by implementing a Community

wells and building schools in Uganda ten

Outreach Committee and establishing a

years ago. Their work has created a thou-

Volunteer of the Year Award. In 2020 OC ABOTA member Kim

sand hand pump bore hole water wells in rural Uganda. These

Valentine was the first recipient of this award.

wells bring life-saving access to clean water to almost a million

This year’s recipient is Peter Callahan. Mr. Callahan

people in a place where 1 out of 5 children die before their 5th

has been a Diplomate of the Orange County Chapter of ABOTA

birthday because of ingesting dirty water, and where girls cannot

since 1976. In 2003 Peter received the Joseph P. McNeil Civility

attend school as they are water carrying beasts of burden.

award. Mr. Callahan has a long history of assisting charitable

OC ABOTA heartily thanks Peter Callahan for a career

and non-profit organizations including, the California Paralyzed

of service to others and congratulates him on the receipt of this

Veterans of America, the National Wildlife Federation, Sierra

well-earned award.

Club, the Wounded Warrior Project, Disabled American Veterans,
Project Hope, Amnesty International and Habitat for Humanity.
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Student Scholarship
2021 OC Chapter ABOTA Student Scholarship Recipient

Brianna M. Milligan

T

he mission of the Orange

legal profession, and interview with

County Chapter of ABOTA,

three Orange County ABOTA members.

like the national organi-

The inaugural 2021 Orange

zation, is to foster improvement in

County Chapter of ABOTA Student

the ethical and technical standards

Scholarship goes to Brianna M. Milli-

of practice in the field of advocacy

gan. Ms. Milligan recently graduated

in order to assure that individual

from Western State College of Law. Ms.

litigants may receive more effective

Milligan was in the top 5% of her class.

representation and that the general

Active in law school, serving as the

public can benefit by more efficient administration of justice

President of the Latino Student Bar Association, President of the

consistent with time-tested and traditional principles of litigation.

Honors Moot Court Team, and Student Editor Extern for the OC

Our Chapter believes that we should start the process of fostering

Lawyer Magazine. All the while, clerking part time with Keevil

that “improvement”, as soon as possible, and there no better place

L. Markham & Associates, a civil trial law firm, of which three

to begin than in law school. Judge Nancy Zeltzer, OC ABOTA

attorneys, including Ms. Markham, are ABOTA members.

President 2020, recognized this need, and proposed a $5,000.00

We look forward that Ms. Milligan will someday be an

scholarship to the best third-year law student, who attended an

Orange County member of ABOTA.

Orange County Law School, minimum grade point average of
3.0, prepare an essay explaining the importance of civility in the
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Everyone at Burke | Argos sends hearty
to: sends hearty
Everyone atcongratulations
Burke | Argos
Jeff Braun,
OC-ABOTA 2021 President
congratulations
to:
Jeff Braun,
2021
Geoff
Gray, theOC-ABOTA
2021 Joseph D.
McNeilPresident
Civility
Geoff Gray, the 2021
Joseph
D.
McNeil
Civility
Award
Award
and
and
Pete
Callahan,
OC-ABOTA
2021
Volunteer
of
Pete Callahan, OC-ABOTA
2021
Volunteer
of
the
Year
the Year
alsowould
would like
thank
last year’s
WeWe
also
liketoto
thank
last year’s
Executive
Board.
Executive Board.
We
a great
Welook
look forward
forward to to
a great
year!year!

LEGAL INTERPRETERS
MEDICAL INTERPRETERS
DOCUMENT TRANSLATION
REMOTE & ON-SITE
SERVICES AVAILABLE
OVER 25 YEARS SERVING LEGAL
& INSURANCE CLIENTS
ALL MAJOR LANGUAGES

CIS-INC.COM

800.201.7121

PERSONAL INJURY, CATASTROPHIC INJURY, CRIMINAL DEFENSE

714-590-1700 dpatlaw.com
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2O18 Installation

Volunteer of the Year

Peter Callahan
Joe McNeil Civility Award

Geoff Gray

Law School Scholarship Recipient

Brianna Milligan
Incoming President

Jeff Br aun
and

Incoming Board Members
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